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The world had known the conservation philosophy 

on the monuments and historic buildings 

depending on their importance, value and 

cultural richness, therefore the conservation 

methods were varied, its acts were increased, 

and the concepts of rehabilitation were appeared 

to provide an essential richness in the 

conservation philosophy through sustaining 

buildings life and adapting them to the 

contemporary use through a vision which looks at 

the present and future . In Iraq the interest in 

maintaining the monuments and monumental 

buildings back to the beginnings of twentieth 

century and carried by the historian and those 

who are working in antiquities fields, after 

that, the existence of historical buildings and 

the traditional fabric in the cities required 

the urban development which enhanced the 

interests of planning and architectural fields 

especially the building rehabilitation which 

requires the architectural intervention , and 

from that the understanding  of rehabilitation 

tangled and conflicted between the mechanisms, 

actions that occur on the single building and 

between urban polices, visions, strategies. As 

well as the confliction in the concept of 

monumental, historical, and traditional 

buildings, and all that led to elaborate the 

problem of research into following axis:  

     - The confusion in the concepts of 

monumental, historical and traditional buildings 

in Iraq, 

     - The insufficient knowledge about 

rehabilitation and the acts related to it 

through the orientation of conservation in 

general, 

     - The confusion between the levels of urban 

conservation and architectural conservation, and 

the challenges which accompany each of the urban 
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rehabilitation and building rehabilitation in 

Iraqi reality in particular. 

And from this axis the research looks to achieve 

these goals: 

- Clarify the concepts of monumental, historical 

and traditional buildings and the nature of 

actions which are used to protect and sustain 

them, 

- Clarify the types of actions that are taken to 

protect those buildings within the orientations 

of conservation, rehabilitation and clarify the 

procedures, acts which are classified as 

policies, strategies and mechanisms. 

- Clarify the levels of conservation, 

rehabilitation on the urban level, and the 

conservation and rehabilitation on architectural 

level (preserve and rehabilitate the single 

building) and their challenges in Iraq to find a 

formula that can solve the gap between the two 

levels. 

 So the research begins in chapter one by 

investigating about the interest in the 

monuments , historical buildings , and heritage 

in  Iraq , and define the concepts of monumental 

, historical ,and traditional buildings . After 

that the research will review the specialized 

architectural studies relating to the research 

subject which varies between urban level and 

architectural level. Then the research begins in 

chapter two with a detailed and comprehensive 

study in the concept of conservation,its origin, 

and  identifying the gradation of this concepts 

between policies, strategies and mechanism down 

to identify and clarify the rehabilitation and 

its details to introduce a detailed knowledge of 

rehabilitation on architectural level and urban 

level. In chapter three the research will move 

to study the international experience in 

conservation and rehabilitation and the 

mechanisms which use on the single building 

,also it will study the experiences in urban 

renewal and rehabilitation to show the 

impediments which they face, and display the 

international experiences of buildings 

rehabilitation within the methods and levels 

that lay between the strategic level and the 

single building level for extracting the 

capabilities and ideas to solve the gap between 

these two levels which led the research to put a 

default perception represented by" It is 

possible to activate the rehabilitation of 

historical and traditional buildings in Iraq at 

medium scale between the major projects in urban 

renewal and the rehabilitation of individual 



 

 

  

 

building through a pilot projects to a group of 

buildings (traditional or historical have the 

connections on the urban level in the 

traditional fabric ".Then the research  will put 

in chapter four the indicators plus what had 

been enhanced to apply them on Iraqi situation 

in two ways ,the first one will apply the 

indicators of conservation and rehabilitation 

actions on the Iraqi experience in conserve and 

rehabilitate the monumental, historical and 

traditional buildings , and the second way 

through propose the concept of pilot project, 

which provides a possible formula can be applied 

on the Iraqi reality in different sites in 

Baghdad which are considered as a sample for 

other Iraqi cities. The research concluded that, 

the monumental buildings require a particular 

level of intervention and cannot be 

rehabilitated to a new job only in special cases 

which do not lose the value of it, while the 

interventions are more flexible and vary in 

historical and traditional buildings. For the 

second axis, the research concluded, that it is 

possible to activate the rehabilitation work in 

a medium scale between the urban level and the 

single building level  

through the pilot project strategy. 


